7th Parsvnath International Open Chess Tournament
10.01.2009 – 19.01.2009

Chief Arbiter Report – R. Anantharam


The 7th Parsvnath International Open Chess Tournament, thus far the richest prize money tournament in India attracted 426 players, 62 of them hailing from foreign countries. Strength wise also, the participation of 20 GMs, 32 IMs,1 WIM and 14 FMs is a record for any Indian tournament. Areshchenko Alexander of Ukraine was top seeded, followed by Kuzubov Yuriy of the same federation, with our national champion S.S. Ganguly getting the third seed.

The growing strength of the Indian youngsters was exposed in this tournament, as many grandmasters and highly rated players tasted defeats on several occasions. Young prodigy Parimarjan Negi, Kostenko Petr of Kazakstan, Safin Shukrat of Uzbekistan and Mikhail Ulibin of Russia had a perfect score of 5/5. Kostenko emerged sole leader by beating Negi in the sixth round, but his staying aloof at the top was short lived, as Ganguly beat him in the seventh round to share the lead. Ganguly enjoyed a half a point lead due to his win in the ninth and Kostenko could manage only a draw. Joint leader Mikhail Ulibin of Russia also scored 8.5 points, finishing on par with Ganguly to tie for the first place. But, Ganguly pipped him at the post to lift the title, as he was better than Ubilin by half a point on Buchholz tiebreak. 

There was a norm galore in the tournament, former Asian Junior champion P. Karthikeyan, picking up his second GM norm, S.P. Sethuraman of Tamil Nadu and Prathamesh Mokhal of Maharashtra securing his maiden GM norms. Shashikant Kutwal of Railways, Arindam Mukherjee of West Bengal and Prantik Roy achieved their IM norms. The total prize money was worth 11.5 lakhs, Ganguly and Ulibin getting Rs.219500 each.
Final ranking

	1
	GM
	Ganguly Surya Shekhar
	 
	2614
	IND
	 
	 
	8½
	69

	2
	GM
	Ulibin Mikhail
	 
	2511
	RUS
	 
	 
	8½
	68½

	3
	GM
	Kostenko Petr
	 
	2501
	KAZ
	 
	 
	8
	70½

	4
	IM
	Karthikeyan  P
	 
	2450
	IND
	 
	U20
	8
	70½

	5
	IM
	Sethuraman S P
	 
	2415
	IND
	 
	U16
	8
	69½

	6
	GM
	Kuzubov Yuriy
	 
	2626
	UKR
	 
	U20
	8
	66

	7
	GM
	Neelotpal Das
	 
	2490
	IND
	 
	 
	8
	64

	8
	IM
	Laxman R R
	 
	2478
	IND
	 
	 
	8
	63½

	9
	GM
	Ismagambetov Anuar
	 
	2523
	KAZ
	 
	 
	8
	62½

	10
	GM
	Kunte Abhijit
	 
	2527
	IND
	 
	 
	7½
	67

	11
	IM
	Prathamesh Sunil Mokal
	 
	2389
	IND
	 
	 
	7½
	67

	12
	IM
	Sriram Jha
	 
	2442
	IND
	DEL
	 
	7½
	66½

	13
	 
	Praveen Kumar C
	 
	2360
	IND
	 
	 
	7½
	66

	14
	GM
	Negi Parimarjan
	 
	2600
	IND
	DEL
	 
	7½
	65½

	15
	IM
	Roy Chowdhury Saptarshi
	 
	2444
	IND
	 
	 
	7½
	65

	16
	 
	Thejkumar M  S
	 
	2424
	IND
	 
	 
	7½
	63½

	17
	GM
	Thipsay Praveen M
	 
	2453
	IND
	 
	S50
	7½
	63

	18
	GM
	Gleizerov Evgeny
	 
	2544
	RUS
	 
	 
	7½
	63

	19
	GM
	Solodovnichenko Yuri
	 
	2571
	UKR
	 
	 
	7½
	62½

	20
	 
	Arindam Mukherjee
	 
	2259
	IND
	 
	 
	7½
	62

	21
	GM
	Areshchenko Alexander
	 
	2673
	UKR
	 
	 
	7½
	59½

	22
	 
	Premnath R
	 
	2303
	IND
	 
	U20
	7½
	59

	23
	GM
	Ibrayev Nurlan
	 
	2407
	KAZ
	 
	 
	7½
	57

	24
	GM
	Safin Shukhrat
	 
	2518
	UZB
	 
	 
	7
	67½

	25
	 
	Roy Prantik
	 
	2071
	IND
	 
	U16
	7
	67

	26
	GM
	Iuldachev Saidali
	 
	2520
	UZB
	 
	 
	7
	66½

	27
	IM
	Katalymov Boris N
	 
	2367
	KAZ
	 
	S50
	7
	66

	28
	IM
	Das Arghyadip
	 
	2404
	IND
	 
	 
	7
	64½

	29
	IM
	Prakash G B
	 
	2397
	IND
	 
	 
	7
	64

	30
	 
	Shashikant Kutwal
	 
	2285
	IND
	 
	 
	7
	64

	31
	IM
	Sengupta Deep
	 
	2445
	IND
	 
	 
	7
	64

	32
	IM
	Roktim Bandyopadhyay
	 
	2372
	IND
	 
	 
	7
	63

	33
	IM
	Suvrajit Saha
	 
	2368
	IND
	 
	 
	7
	62

	34
	IM
	Shyam Sundar M
	 
	2426
	IND
	 
	U20
	7
	62

	35
	 
	Lalith Babu M R
	 
	2477
	IND
	 
	U20
	7
	62

	36
	 
	Dutta Joydeep
	 
	2300
	IND
	 
	 
	7
	61½

	 
	IM
	Koshy Varugeese
	 
	2248
	IND
	 
	S50
	7
	61½

	38
	 
	Maheswaran P
	 
	2297
	IND
	 
	 
	7
	61½

	39
	IM
	Rathnakaran K
	 
	2431
	IND
	 
	 
	7
	60½


